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unreformed. Turkey's treatment of the Balkan Christians was as bad
as before, thus causing a rebellion in 1876.

It is clear from the above that the war served no useful purpose
and none of its results had any permanent value.

(b) The Crimean War a "History of Blunders: 1. The Allies
lacked cohesion and unity as a result of which many favourable op-
portunities were wasted 'and operations delayed. Immediately after
the victory in the Battle of Alma, Lord Ranglan, the British Com-
mander, wished to attack Sebastopol, but ihe French did not agree to
this proposal. According to Lord Ranglan, Sebastopol if attacked
would have been soon captured and thus ended the war victoriously.

2.  The Commanders-in-Chief of the Allies    were   incompetent.
Lord Ranglan, the British Commander, was  weak  in   strategy  and
lacked resources.   Arnaud, the  French Commander, lacked compe-
tence and was no more than a brave adventurer.   The Allied Gene-
rals, on the whole, were men of no military ability.   Those who had
seen active service were now too old to be efficient or to face the hard-
ships of warfare.   The English soldiers  were   excellent   fighters  but
they had no practice in manoeuvring on a large scale and no experi-
ence of campaigning.

3.  There was gross mismanagement.   The winter was a cold one
and the sufferings of the Allies were frightful, for no adequate pro-
vision was made for a winter campaign.   The cold was intense, food
and clothing were scanty, the transport animals had all perished.   The
country round Sebastopol became a sea of half frozen mud, impas-
sable for carts and even for pack horses.   Hence the English soldiers
were starving in the trenches, while sacks of provisions were lying at
Balaclava a few  miles  away.   The  camp  hospitals  were  miserably
provided with necessaries for the sick and wounded. The soldiers were
suffering from fever, dysentery, cholera and /scurvy and at one time
the sick soldiers in hospitals outnumbered the fighting men.   Things
improved only when the Aberdeen ministry resigned and Palmerston
became Prime Minister.

fc) The Crimean War was a 'Crime.' 1. The Crimean War
resulted in a great loss of men and money and served no useful pur-
pose. It proved a futile and wasteful conflict. The Treaty of Paris
was an utter failure as a solution of the Eastern Question. A parti-
cularly futile war had a particularly futile end and the sacrifice of a
huge number of human lives and the loss of millions of pounds had
no justification.

2, The belligerent countries were solely inspired by selfish mo-
tives. England was afraid of the growing power of Russia who might
threaten her supremacy in India. France was anxious to revive her
glory by military exploits.

The Allies in helping Turkey were not siding a just cause. In
the first place, Turkey was notorious for oppression and misgovern-
ment a-ad secondly, Turkey was wrong in refusing the Vienna Note.
The Vienna Note was sent to the Sultan of Turkey, jointly by Britain.